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Hello colleagues and friends,  
 
It’s the end of another stellar year for the RC/W Partnership Project and we 
wanted to share some news since our last newsletter.  
 
As a reminder, you can now follow us on social media! (Bluesky, LinkedIn, 
Instagram). 
 

   
 

 
We hope you enjoy reading about some of our team news from the past few 
months. We look forward to collaborating with many of you again in 2026! 
 

Andrea Doucet, Project Director 

Jennifer Turner, Project Manager 

 

 
 
 

 

https://bsky.app/profile/rcwpolicies.bsky.social
https://www.linkedin.com/company/reimagining-care-work-policies/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.instagram.com/reimaginingcarework/
https://bsky.app/profile/rcwpolicies.bsky.social
https://www.linkedin.com/company/reimagining-care-work-policies/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.instagram.com/reimaginingcarework/
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1. Highlighting our Team 
 
Présenté par l’Association québécoise des centres de la petite 
enfance (AQCPE) 
 
On October 20-22, the "Quebec Gathering for Early Childhood" (le Grand 
rendez-vous de la petite enfance), organized by l’Association québécoise des 
centres de la petite enfance (AQCPE), brought together early childhood 
practitioners, researchers, and policymakers in Trois-Rivières under the 
theme “Equality of Opportunity: From Vision to Action.” 
 
Gordon Cleveland shared his reflections on for-profit and non-profit 
childcare in Quebec, particularly the role of Quebec’s CPE network (Centres 
de la petite enfance) as a foundational model for early learning and care. 
Over three days, participants explored ways to strengthen Quebec’s early 
childhood system and promote equitable access to high-quality services. 
 

 
Sophie Mathieu & Gordon Cleveland 

https://grandrdvpetiteenfance.ca/
https://grandrdvpetiteenfance.ca/
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Child Care for All Summit 2.0 
 
Our partners Oxfam Canada and Child Care Now organized the Child Care 
for All Summit 2.0 in Ottawa on November 24th and 25th , funded by Women 
and Gender Equality (WAGE) Canada to reimagine an inclusive child care 
movement in Canada. Morna Ballantyne, Susan Prentice and Martha 
Friendly reflected on child care policy and advocacy in Canada and Gordon 
Cleveland gave a workshop on how to find and interpret child care data to 
advocate for better policies. 
 

 
Morna Ballantyne, Martha Friendly, & Susan Prentice 

 
Gordon Cleveland published a piece in The Conversation (November) on the 
federal budget for early learning and child care.  He has also published blogs 
which summarize data results from the Canadian Survey on Early Learning 
and Child Care.  
 
Congratulations to Janna Klostermann on the publication of her new book, 
At the Limits of Care: Gendered Work and Stories that Matter. You can watch 
her discuss her book in a Meet the Author webinar hosted by the Canadian 
Sociological Association here.  
 
David Macdonald and Martha Friendly published a report (July) for the 
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives (CCPA): “The price is not right (yet): 
$10-a-day child care falling short of target: Child care fees in Canada, 2025. 
 
Katherine Scott, David Macdonald, and Ryan Heasman of the Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives (CCPA) published a report on enhancing 
federal maternity and parental leave in a post-pandemic world.  

https://www.oxfam.ca/landing-page/inclusive-child-care-summit/
https://www.oxfam.ca/landing-page/inclusive-child-care-summit/
https://theconversation.com/federal-budget-mr-prime-minister-child-care-is-infrastructure-too-269177
https://childcarepolicy.net/
https://utppublishing.com/doi/book/10.3138/9781487563950
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DKKthn1wDLU
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/news-research/the-price-is-not-right-yet-10-a-day-child-care-falling-short-of-target/
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/news-research/the-price-is-not-right-yet-10-a-day-child-care-falling-short-of-target/
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/news-research/support-for-parents-in-a-post-pandemic-world-options-for-enhancing-federal-maternity-and-parental-leave/
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/news-research/support-for-parents-in-a-post-pandemic-world-options-for-enhancing-federal-maternity-and-parental-leave/
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2. Some of our recent project outputs:  
 
Our publications and project outputs will soon be available at the Vanier 
Institute of the Family Resource Centre! This will improve accessibility to our 
peer-reviewed resources. The project, an initiative of outgoing director, Margo 
Hilbrecht, has been ongoing since fall 2024 and is now in its final stages. It is 
led by Serena Danssen (Vanier) and Jennifer Turner (RC/W). We will share 
more information on this in the new year.  
 
In relation to the above project and its process, Serena Danssen, Jennifer 
Turner, Margo Hilbrecht, and Andrea Doucet published a conference paper 
from the GreyNet International Conference on this process, entitled Tackling 
the metadata challenge of funding attribution for grey literature resources. 
 

 
 
Here are a few of our recent peer-reviewed publications:  
 
On childcare:  
 
Adrienne Davidson, Jenna Quelch, and Linda White published a journal 
article (August) in Governance: An International Journal of Policy, 
Administration, and Institutions. The article is titled: Policy Design, 
Instrument Choice, and Policy Feedback Effects of Institutional Business 
Power: Varieties of Child Care Investments in Australia, Canada, and Germany. 
 
Linda White, Jenna Quelch, and Martha Friendly published (July) a chapter 
on ECEC and childcare in the Canadian Federation in the fifth edition of 
“Canadian Federalism: Performance, Effectiveness, and Legitimacy”.  
 
On parental leave: 
 
Lindsey McKay, Sophie Mathieu, Donna Lero, Diane-Gabrielle Tremblay, 
Andrea Doucet, Safa Ragued, and Kenya Thompson published the Canada 
Country Note in the 21st “International Review of Leave Policies and Research”. 
The international Review was published in September and includes details of 
parental leave, care leaves, and childcare systems in over 50 countries. You 
can check out the work of the Network here.  

https://www.greynet.org/images/Paper_PISA_03,_Danssen_et_al,_2025.pdf
https://www.greynet.org/images/Paper_PISA_03,_Danssen_et_al,_2025.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/gove.70044
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/gove.70044
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/gove.70044
https://utppublishing.com/doi/10.3138/9781487557195.013
https://www.leavenetwork.org/fileadmin/user_upload/k_leavenetwork/annual_reviews/2025/Canada.pdf
https://www.leavenetwork.org/fileadmin/user_upload/k_leavenetwork/annual_reviews/2025/Canada.pdf
https://www.leavenetwork.org/introducing-the-network/
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From the International and National FamilyDemic survey and a follow up 
qualitative project, the Care/Work Portrait: 

In November, Sylvia Fuller, Manlin Cai, Andrea Doucet, and Siqi Qin 
published an open-access article in the Canadian Review of Sociology 
entitled Gender Divisions of Domestic Labour During the COVID-19 Pandemic 
in Canada: Did Increases in Father Involvement Persist Through Later Stages?  

Also in November, Sylvia Fuller, Manlin Cai, Richard Petts, Andrea Doucet, 
Anna Kurowska, Donna Lero, and Thordis Reimer published an open-access 
journal article in Work and Occupations on Unpredictable Work Schedules 
and Gender Divisions of Domestic Labor.  
 
Margaret Gibson, bridget livingstone, Andrea Doucet, and Jenna Cooper 
published a journal article (August) in the Journal of Homosexuality entitled 
LGBTQ+ Parents’ Care and Work Arrangements During the COVID-19 
Pandemic: A Canadian Mixed-Methods Study. This article is currently open 
access.  

 
 

3. Celebrating our Team members  
 
Brock University celebrates Andrea Doucet’s career in care work through her 
Distinguished Professor Designation. 
 
Vanessa Watts is McMaster University’s new Tier 2 Canada Research Chair in 
Colonial Histories and Indigenous Futures. 
 
Congratulations! 
 
You can read more about our team news here. 
 

4. Looking ahead to spring/summer 2026 
 

The Work & Family Researchers Network next conference will take place from 
June 17-20 at Concordia University in Montréal, Québec. The theme is 
Centering Care Across the Life Course. Many of our team members have 
submitted panels and paper presentations. Stay tuned for more details! 
 

https://rcwproject.ca/project/families-work-and-family-lives-one-year-after-first-covid19-lockdowns/
https://rcwproject.ca/project/care-work-portrait-project-a-qualitative-research-study-exploring-how-diverse-canadian-families-organize-strategize-and-manage-paid-and-unpaid-work/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cars.70018
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cars.70018
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/07308884251390866
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/07308884251390866
https://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/6PHUEQJAY3QKFFZDFUXS/full?target=10.1080/00918369.2025.2543840#abstract
https://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/6PHUEQJAY3QKFFZDFUXS/full?target=10.1080/00918369.2025.2543840#abstract
https://brocku.ca/brock-news/2025/11/how-care-work-shaped-distinguished-profs-career/
https://news.mcmaster.ca/nine-mcmaster-researchers-named-canada-research-chairs/
https://news.mcmaster.ca/nine-mcmaster-researchers-named-canada-research-chairs/
https://rcwproject.ca/stories/
https://wfrn.org/2026-work-and-family-researchers-network-conference/
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Subscribe to our newsletter 
 

If we have missed any significant achievements from our team, please let us 
know and we will include them in our next newsletter and on our website. 
 
Please check out our website for updates on publications and outputs, and 
events and opportunities.  
 
A big thank you to Diana Tzinis for the beautiful illustrations included in our 
newsletters and on our website and Jocelyne Tougas for all French 
translations. 
 
We wish you and your loved ones a happy, healthy, and restorative holiday 
season.  
 
 

 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 

Check out the RC/W Website 

https://gmail.us6.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=450cca452d1f2c2e13d71cf43&id=d023c0d684
https://rcwproject.ca/publications/
https://rcwproject.ca/community/
https://rcwproject.ca/
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